
view team report very 

soon.  We have also com-

pleted our internal program 

review  for English and 

Criminal Justice and will 

start the external review 

process for the two pro-

grams this spring semester.  

The Assessment Commit-

tee is also working hard to 

complete the assessment 

plans for Business, English, 

American Studies, History, 

Integrative Arts and Letters 

Arts and Sciences.    

I   encourage you all to 

apply for our new Sum-

mer Grants fellowship.  The 

deadline for this fellowship 

as well as the summer fac-

ulty fellowships and FDG is 

February 15th. 

A Note from the Interim Associate Dean  

W elcome back and 

Happy New Year.  I 

hope you all had a wonder-

ful and relaxing holiday 

break.   

A s you know, the First 

Year Seminar will 

cease to be a university-

wide general education re-

quirement and is being re-

placed by a First-Year En-

gagement plan ready for 

implementation in the sec-

ond session of Summer 

2009.  Pat Clayton is work-

ing with a group of col-

leagues to come up with a 

First-Year Engagement plan 

that will be submitted to 

University Park on February 

2nd.  The plan will also have 

an assessment component 

to assess the extent to 

which the First-Year En-

gagement goals and objec-

tives are met.  Pat to dis-

cuss the progress towards 

the First-Year Engagement 

plan with colleagues at the 

Spring opening meeting.   

T his semester, our 

campus has been se-

lected to participate be in 

phase two of the Early Pro-

gress Report (EPR) pilot pro-

gram. During the first cou-

ple of weeks of the semes-

ter the registrar will be 

sending more information 

about the program.   

T his year we have com-

pleted the program 

review for IST and expect 

to receive the external re-

Abington Students Look Skyward  ! 

F aint radio signals from 

our galaxy stream to-

wards Earth day and night 

unnoticed but Penn State 

Abington students have the 

opportunity to detect 

them.  Last March a team of 

students traveled to the 

National Radio Astronomy 

Observatory in Green 

Bank, West Virginia to take 

part in the detection of 

radio waves from the Milky 

Way galaxy and detect evi-

dence of the Earth's motion 

through it.  In March 2009 

another team of students 

will have the opportunity of 

using a radio telescope to 

detect these faint signals 

from the skies.  The stu-

dents will also get a chance 

to stand in the shadow of 

the Robert Byrd Telescope, 

the largest fully steerable 

single dish radio telescope 

in the world. Stay tuned  for 

results of this project at the 

ACURA fair! . 

http://www.abington.psu.edu/

psasite/academics/ 
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T hanks to a recent col-

laboration between 

Abington Art Center and 

Penn State Abington, Penn 

State Abington senior art 

majors will exhibit their 

work at the center.  This 

exhibition will provide the 

students with the experience 

of staging an exhibition that 

will prove invaluable in their 

professional careers.  Works 

will include Drawings & 

Paintings, Prints, Sculpture 

and Ceramics. Exhibition 

dates are May 7-31, 2009, 

Opening Reception May 7, 6-

8 PM.  Abington Art Center 

is located at:  515 Meeting-

house Road, Jenkintown, PA 

19046.  215-887-4882 

info@abingtonartcenter.org  

 

Penn State Abington 

Seniors exhibit their 

work at Abington Art 

Center   

T he  Penn State Abington 

Bertha Lear Art Exhibi-

tion is an annual exhibition 

when students have the op-

portunity to share their 

works of art with the col-

lege community and com-

pete for four recognition 

awards. The top award, 

the Bertha Lear Purchase 

Award for Best in Show is 

awarded to the most out-

standing work in the show 

and becomes a part of the 

growing permanent Abing-

ton College collection.   

Bertha Lear Art 

Exhibition   

T he exhibition this year runs 

from April 1-27. There will 

be a reception on Wed April 8th 

11-1:00.This exhibition is sup-

ported by the Bertha Lear Art 

Exhibition Endowment.  

The Bertha Lear Art Exhibition 

is open to the public during 

Library hours. 

The Division of Arts & Humanities  

Martha Kemper ôs One Woman Play on Tour  

M artha Kemper performed her 

original one woman play in the 

Philadelphia Fringe Festival in September 

in a sold out engagement; she then took 

the play to Bhopal, India,  to Gettysburg 

College, Philadelphia's First Person Arts 

Festival Salon, and has been invited to 

perform in Houston, Texas in February, 

at the University of Houston's Clear 

Lake campus, and at the Houston Jung 

Center.  Here's the review of the show 

which appeared in Philadelphia's City 

Paper: This smart, sensitive, personal 

but never self-indulgent autobiographi-

cal solo show wraps local actress, direc-

tor and educator Martha Kemper's life-

long fascination with Joan of Arc with 

her difficult but often humorous rela-

tionship with acting guru Alvina Krause. 

Kemper bravely relates a terribly trau-

matic assault in this smartly written, emotionally 

powerful and spiritually insightful play about passion 

and perseverance. An inspirational must-see for any-

one who loves theater. 
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Science and Engineering Welcomes New Faculty  

twenty years in the software 

development industry before 

joining the academy.  Dr. 

Khaksari received his D.Sc. in 

Applied Information Technol-

ogy from Towson University, 

M.S. in Computer Science 

from Johns Hopkins Univer-

T he S&E Division wel-

comes two new ten-

ure-track faculty.  Dr. Qiang 

Duan was born in Baoding 

China, a city eighty miles 

south of Beijing with more 

than eight hundred years 

history.  He received a 

Ph.D. in Engineering Science 

from the University of Mis-

sissippi, has an M.S. in Tele-

communications and Elec-

tronic Systems, and a B.S. in 

Electrical and Computer 

Engineering.  Dr. Duanõs 

research specialization is in 

computer communication 

networks, telecommunica-

tions, grid computing, dis-

tributed systems, and web-

services.  Dr. Duanõs hob-

bies and interests include 

reading, history, geography, 

and traveling 

 

B orn in the beautiful 

city of Isfahan, Iran, 

Dr. Gholam Khaksari spent 

sity, and a B.S. in Computer 

Science from Youngstown 

State University.  His area 

of research includes VoIP, 

VoIP security, bare machine 

computing, network proto-

cols, information assurance 

and security, operating sys-

tem, database security and 

expert systems.  Dr. Khak-

sariõs hobbies include music, 

soccer, hiking, and cooking.   

News from the Social Science Division   

T he Division is pleased to 

announce our first schol-

arship in Accounting, a $50K 

gift donated by Steve 

Taub.  The scholarship, named 

the "Samuel DiRoberto Me-

morial Scholarship in Ac-

counting", will be available for 

award in the Fall 2009.  

 

T his coming April the 

Business program will 

host a group of students from 

the University of Gloucester-

shire  in the UK , led by their 

professor, Dr. Ian Kitchiner, 

for ten days of academic and 

cultural exchange.  

 

Dr. P.J. Capelotti, Assistant 

Professor of Anthropology, 

traveled to Arctic Norway in 

November to deliver a lecture 

on òThe archaeology of the 

race to the North Pole, 1906-1909ó 

at the inaugural Spitsbergen Airship 

Museum Conference on Polar Avia-

tion History and Archaeology  in 

Longyearbyen, Svalbard, Norway.  

Capelotti is the United States rep-

resentative on the board of the new 

museum, which covers the attempts 

to reach the North Pole from Spits-

bergen from 1896-1930.  He is 

shown below with a display of some 

of the artifacts he excavated in the 

Arctic in 1993. Ms. Autumn Zellers 

(BS 2009-biology; anthropology 

minor) was judged the winner of 

the Fall, 2008, ACURA Colloquium.  

The judges, Drs. Casey, Gillen, and 

Lee selected Ms. Zellersõ research 

on marketplace transactions in Mo-

rocco based on methodological 

rigor, implications for society, and 

student initiative.  As a result of this 

triumph, she will present a poster 

of her research on March 20, 2009  

Society for Applied Anthropology 

Conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico.   Ms. 

Zellersõ faculty advisor is Dr. P.J. Capelotti.  
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Instructional Design at Abingtoné  

with questions, thoughts, concerns, and 

suggestions.  

M oving forward, Ron is going to be 

working on the Blended Learning 

Initiative with personnel from other Penn 

State campuses, which seeks to increase 

the number of Hybrid Courses (which 

are partially traditional, partially online) 

offered at all of Penn States cam-

puses.  As part of this initiative, Ron will 

be assisting faculty here try to develop 

some hybrid courses. He is also serving 

on a cross campus panel on alternate 

assessment which he feels can greatly 

benefit the faculty here at Abing-

ton. There will also be an emphasis on 

continuing to research and integrate new 

technology initiatives.  Online simulations 

and virtual worlds are examples of some 

emerging tech trends in higher education 

that present some really exciting and 

interesting opportunities here at Abing-

ton.  Please check the new Instructional 

Design section of Abingtonõs website for 

the very latest.  

www.abington.psu.edu/instructional  

R on Costello took 

over the position of 

Instructional Design Spe-

cialist at Abington in Au-

gust of 2008.  Over the 

course of the Fall Semes-

ter heõs offered work-

shops on ANGEL 

(Abingtonõs course man-

agement system), the new 

Microsoft Office Suite, 

online assessment, Micro-

soft OneNote, Introduc-

tory Web Design and 

Blogging.  In addition to 

running regular work-

shops for faculty & staff, 

the instructional design 

specialist provides support 

for faculty in the integration of technology into 

courses, and provides help on technology related 

questions. Ron is also responsible for coordinating 

the content of the Academic Affairs website.  

T he Office of Instructional Designõs mission is to help faculty and staff in any way that it can 

with any and all technology solutions and innova-

tion.  From figuring out how to get course materi-

als online, assisting with various multimedia pro-

jects, to solving basic presentation concerns with 

PowerPoint and similar applications.  Ron looks 

forward to the opportunity to assist and enhance 

learning through technology here at Abing-

ton.  Faculty & staff are encouraged to contact him 

Registrarõs News 

O n-line scheduling has 

made a few enhance-

ments this year. Check out the 

schedule of courses website at 

http://schedule.psu.edu/.  Stu-

dents, faculty, and staff can 

now narrow a search for 

classes such as other cultures, 

night classes and other specific 

criteria in the òmore search 

optionsó.  The new refresh 

button located on top of each 

course title allows anyone to 

update the seats available in a 

real time mode. This new fea-

ture will be very helpful to 

everyone that is involved in 

the scheduling of courses.  

T he University is in the 

process of making mid 

-semester progress reports 

electronic. Abington Cam-

pus has been selected to be 

in phase 2 of the pilot pro-

gram. Phase 2 begins in the 

spring 2009 semester and is 

done through elion.  Stu-

dents, faculty, and advisors 

have a new menu item in 

their elion accounts called 

Early Progress Report (EPR). 

Faculty will now have a 

three week window to re-

cord unsatisfactory pro-

gress beginning at the 3rd 

week of the semester.  

Faculty can identify first-

year students who are mak-

ing unsatisfactory progress 

anytime and many times 

during the three week in-

terval.  

S tudents can view a list 

of courses in which 

they are earning a grade of 

less than C. There will be 

reasons for the low grades 

listed and steps the stu-

dents can do to improve 

the grade.  Advisers can 

view a list of advisees who 

have received Early Pro-

gress Reports. Advisors will 

see the same information 

as the student receives.  

Important Dates  
 

Spring 2009  
Graduation  

Friday, May 15, 2009 

 

Summer 2009 
Summer I   

May 18 to June 25 

 

Summer II   

June 29 to August 6 

 
Fall 2009  

Priority registration begins on 

March 20, 2009.  Regular 

registration begins on  

March 21, 2009. 

 

Fall semester classes 

begin Monday,  

August 24,  2009  

http://www.abington.psu.edu/instructional

